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1. This iutemstional preliminaiy exammation report baa -been prepared 1;^ this International. Freltmihacy 
Examining Authority and i^ lranmiitted to.lfae applicant aw 

2, Thia REPORT consists of a total of ^ sheets. ^ 

r~| Thianspon is also acconq>amedI^ANb!rBXESyie.» sheets of the 
... ;,l__J .been amended and ani the basb for this lepoit and/or 
' ■■ (seeRule v70;16 sand Section 607 of ^Administrative Instrtiistions under the; PCT>. '=«jSi^tjftn;<SO? :.r, ite^^^^^^^ 
These annexes consist of a total of JO , sheets. 




3. This report contains indications relating to the following items:- 
I 1 x| Basis of the report 

\1 Priority - .,iv 

III 1 j NonHsstabUslnncnt of report trith regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability 

IV j \ Lack of unity of invention 

y Reasoned statement imder Article -35(2) -with regard to novelty^ 
' - — citations and explanations suj^rtitig such statement 

VI 1 1 Certain documents «ited 

Vn .|~| Certain defects in the. intemational application .„j.....Vi 

1 1 Certain observations on the international application 
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08 FEBRUARY 2001 


Date of completion of tMs. repoit 
15 MAY 2001 


Nam^ and maiUBg address of the IPBA/US 
.Coiniim*toncr «f Pa^cm* rad 'tlraitcaniileB' 
BojcFCT 
• WMbington, p.C. 20231 

P^cshhite^Np. . (703)305-3230 


Authorized offiper , j i 

ERIC 5TAMBER »^ « ' V 
Telq>hoiie No, (703): 305-3800 



Fom PCfr/lPEA/'«)9 (cover sheet) (July 1998) * 



n^ERNATIONAL P'^-^LO^ARY EXAMINATION REPORT I 

I .0X^500/18474 

2. Basis of the r^ort 

1. With ic^nl to tbe dements cf.ihe int^iBdoiial {^ftUcation:* 
[X j Uie inteinationai application as originally nie4 
1^ tte descriptiQQ: 



, as originally filed 

, iiled. -with the^. demand 



. jRIed with the lettier of . 



.| x| claims: 



pages _ 
pages „ 



. ■ ■ , as on£j,i£iatIy filed 

. as amended (togeither with ai^ statementy undCT i\rtiple 39 
, filed with the: demand 



I x| ^ drawings; 



, .«3 originally filed 

, filed -with' the -demand 



; } X{ the sequence Ustingpait of the descriptioi 
pages 'NONE . 



, fil?d with the letter of _ 



as TOWMliy . filed 



, filed wth the letter of _ 



& the ;dem«Bd^ 



.2. 'Withx^gaidto the ku^aage^all (he^^xKats inadced above wae avaiMile or fiimishsd to ibis Av&K^^Js^ikff^ssi^^s&m^a^iiAi^ 
ti»inteaiatioDaIapEji(»tibn was iPe<t unless othe^^ ' 
These elements were available or funusbed to this Anflwiit)' in tfie following language . 

\ \ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)>. 

j ] the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). , „,i,«ii,m>ii:-..vf • , 

\ \ the language of the translation fumisfaed for fiie purposes of international preji 
or553). 

3. Wii5\ regard to ^uy nucleotide »nd(or msina scJd sequence, disclosed in .the inte^lBtioIIaI.;app^ps^PJ%.^^ 
preliniinaxy examinatiDii was caiiied out on the basis of the sequence listii^: 

a contained in the international application in printed form. 
I I filed together with the internatioiial application in computer re.adable fonn. 
;J I famished subsequently to .lOns Authority in written form. 
j j furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form: 

I I The statement that the subs^uenUy finished yuritten sequence listing: dcies not go beyond the disclosui? in Ihe 



intcmational appUcatic 

;j j The ^tcment'that the infoimafton leconied in con^niter readable fDnii is idei^cal to the wiiten sequence lisftiftg has 

4 I xj '^'^ amendiiKnts have resulted in the cancellation of: 

Q the description, page s NONE 

the claims, Nos. NONE 

fx] the drawings, sheete^^gg " NONE 

5. I ] Tlusfqxutbas been d^wn as if (sQHie oi) die amendments had not been rnade, since tfaey have bem consideied to,gp 
beyond fte disclosure as fil^ as indicated in the Si^l^ 

is report linc^ theyrdo nca coMatn ameriilmems (Rula 
r sudt anendmaOs must be referred to imdtr item 1 and amexed- to this, report. 



smd 70.17i. 
**Am replacement sheet c 
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INTERNATIONAL PRE^ UNARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) wltfc regard io ttorelty, liiventlve step, b 
.citations and explanations snpjiorting imch ste 


r Ittdqsitrlal appllcabiif ty; 


1. stati^mieht 






Novelty 


d«ms t-52 


Y1?S 




Claiins NONE 


NO 


Inventive Step (IS) 


Claims. 1-52 


YRR 




Clainw NONE 


NO , 


Indasfrial Applioability (lA) 


Claims 1-52 


VF.S 


daims NONE 


>Jf> 









%. citations, and explanations. (Rule 70.7) 

Claims 1-52 laeet the criteria set out in Pqx Article 33(2^(4), becaiise tie ^oi iiAiA&i&mL^mSS^mimjyi^^ -'.-^ »3ife>,(4>j^l! 
..reqeivMg wt inlication that tte caacraer.is me itOT; iffl!'»aMffi^iIi!fe£Ste6S=iSSS®^ listsSsa^ 

transaction to detemine a subsidy offer, tlw subsidy off« being assooated •mt-VUmmm^-^'m^' tftiSfider^o^^'rav > ^-a^ g 
applied to the tisnsaction. 



r NEW CITATIONS - 



^^t^rSTAfSOWSi^- 



StqAen H. <SSis^ Law Dictiosaiy. Legal Gdides^ paget 114-1 16 aul 340. 

Cellular wrong Sigoals. Newsday. 22 July 1993, p. 39. ~-M«t«igt!aisfciliiw«jav. 
EdFpsUT. Can MiJting Cookocs with Online Mai*i?tiiig be a recipe" for hcaiiljam, Inf<w^aisrvfs23D?»'Ju^^^ 
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;;Q CMtnlMKllntfWln^^ 

a Q CMlainfilAnswm found iiR9a«t«he^ 

Q b^ieaiiselteappneanlftffetfiosuofleataBguw, . - 
Q beca»iSBihtof|^pH»l»a«etoiacteriz»»t^ 
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PCT/US 99/21720 



MMiumiibsMncntelionseaicfKd (daeslSettlkinayBlEin Mowed by«t 

IPC 7 S06F 



WO 98 0605a A (FIRST DATA CORF) 
12 February 1998 (1998-02-12) 
abstract; cTaint 1 
page 1, Tine 4 - Tine 12 
page 2, tfne 18 - line 28 
page 3, line 15 -page 4, line 7 

»0 98 28699 A (HEftZ&IAN ENTERPRISES INC> 

2 July 1998 (1998-07-02) 

abstract 

page 1. line 10 -^page 2, Tine 25 
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PCT/US 99/21720 




!«EIJEVAl«r 



Categwy-t cftaifcnaldcicmKntwMtMk; 



r ol the tel«vanrpassage« 



X 




1-40; 



-jabstract; claim 1 
•column 6, line 49 - line 67 
voium 7, Ifne 25 - line 40 
cpluian d,.11ne 50 -column 9. line 30 : 
coTgmn 16» line 35 column 17, line 22 




1 



page 2 of 2 



«OTES TO FORM 



Note w» based €Mi lha raqtnrementB of th» Palori CoopsfaJion Trealy. tt»B RagufaSons airfJh^ A*nrnfetr«tV» Instrucliona 
drta!lodin.tormation.m9abo (ho PCT Applicant** Guxte. a pufafcaBo)^ ."t-f". . 



rMSTRUCnONS CONCERNtNG AMENDMENTS UNCOl ARTICLe 19 

M^^^^H.'Sk *"ir 'l^riS Z****"*** frttornatfonaf search wjiort, ona epportanity to amend the rfalm, of Uw 
I^H^SST^ S^***-**"- ? ''"'i^'' hewowf bs amptiaslsed Ihit, since all parts of the intemationa! appijc^ion (claims, 
deacrptan and drivings) may tM amended during a» tntemational preliminary examinafion pim^ine ffwro^ iJSMally 

S^^^^J*!? P'o'waon Of haa anotttor reason for amending ths cl»nts befon, Fntemalional pbufcatiwi. 

Ftirthermow, it should to ampDastZfld Out pro visional pratedion i* avaiiobto inAome Stalesonly . 



What parts of tfw MemaUoiiat np^icmtm may beamendod? 

Under ArtkdB 19, cnty th» ctaiin» may )M w 



S!?i!l? !f*«?^=?»l «f»daim» tnay also to amended (or farther amended) under AiKcte 34 ba(6n> 

'^^^X^t^'^'^^^^^l^^- ^"d^soripHon and d^awl.is« may only to amended «ndor 
Article 34 bofoni th9 InlemetionsI Exstnnning Authonly, 

^J^^^^^^^^^t^' ^ ^'^ *^ "'^ intemaSond appIli^sHon may b» amwidM under Artide 2S 



VKUiin S months-from-the dale of tfat»lnBta^o( the Intematimaj ttBareh repoff or ts mortlw »om the priorify 
^6^h|ch«erl,m»^jt ex^stoler.ttshouldtoooled, i,o«e««.tl»tlheamenSr^K*5a-'«-"- 

^1) cprnplehoh oi the feettnieaf proparittone for ater\mem3iptAlk^an'>^m^^'^<^f>x'^^ 



WfMtm nol to ate til 



y owwnina6ort has be«n fited. ew bofow. 

itfcSng ons or more new cfaims or by amending t>t» taotl of 



^^umh2«!f ™ 1' ^^".''i'"",'" ^ claims am renumbered, they must 

to renumbered «OT9SCtihvaty(AdnunmtrativelRstructiona, Section pn^'*^^^ 



b» made In iho Ianguai9« in wliJe* tria IntmnatloRat appII«allo» to t6 to pubitsbad. 

Letter {SacUtttt ZOSfbJi}: 

The aRimdinanta mtsl to aufamitCad a lettw . 

2JS'f!^'J^l7^^f^'!^''^'' appR«atior and Iba amended .Jafms. It stwuldnot to 

oonfuMdwift tto -StalemertwiKJef Artwloiaortsee tolow.wntto'StalemenlijrK^ 19(1)'). 

TTje tetter must be In ^nitljsh or FnmOi, at tlie cAolto of the applicant. How«vsr> If Om lamniaQe M the 



Motes to Form PCT/1 SA/220 (bst stieet) (Jariu»y 1 994} 



NOTES TO FORM PCT/IS A/220 (conttnuod) 



(«) tho claim is eancatled; 
m thttdaltnbnew: 

M thedaimmther^faqfloflhedwiaioneifaclairnaa Etad. 



istbe explatniKt In Iha 



1, jVWrero em;»<^y than, wem 49 claims ai™ „™, „.„„, 

'?-29, 31 . 32. 34, 35, 37 to 48 replaced by amaixfed c 
dflinraSO. 33 wd36 wiehflngBd; m.wciafTO49fo51 addwT- 

^ ffiiaTtal^^iiJj^ll* "'^ at^an*nBrt of All rfafm, there » 



0 14 cleirno ana Ota dnrandments cap»lst in ci 



Claima 7 to «3 eancttHect; new dainw 15. 1 6 and 1 7 adcted; «n other ctaimi urwhanVed?^ 



•«ttl*«>l^ UlKferartlcte 19(1)- (Rg|» 4fc4) 

^rtidVl9{t^ <te»«iplion and ihetftawing* [whieh cannot be amo'mJ 




ill tM» puUiabsd with the intomatrDnal applie^on and awndeddaima. 
It must b. In fl,» Uinsmtam In whtef. the Intamatlmal appptteilian l» t» b« po Wl.hod. 
»mu»tl» W.nolMwwfifia SOOwonfaffinEnaliahoriftranBtati^ EngEsh. 

W°.!rfi^3*« 'i« fn««««8 «« rtffaroncoa botw«n lh» claima 

Koter^^yS^^e^al -StS^^ {st^lf-" as »uch 1j/ a haatfino. 

»l pmlFmlitary exatnln^pn haa alfvady b«f>n lltwl 

n ol tha Intem^ilQiKir aptAtcatlan ipr ontty ttita »» nation^ phaaa 

T?*ejV.plfe^fta^ fact fhal. wheraupc^lfy into tha natfenal ph«,e. *tra»wIali«ioJ the 

)« Votum» (I of the PCT Appliean^a 



*faSa. to Form PCT/ISACBZO {»mond shael} {Jartcary 1994) 



E2 

INTEIlZirATIONAt, PBARCH KEPOnT \ ^ 
C?CrArt;cI(.J8«id3loJes43!BMl44) v ' 

1 1:^ 

fOtt VatCaiAtl Holiawlnil or Iliuiniiitial «>f Javmucioad Snueb Sim 
ACTION (P0mI<rr/JSAmO)ft»wrfl»Sii!iSKwepii(iedil!\i^^ 



19 JUt«B »9a 



rALRen DxcmAi. cori>o!ratr»i 



His mteinatfoiKlf W 

'f^ Ittf Him •ewmpMHd by « «{>iiy «f pdor aittfecttinnt ^Md b tut report. 



J- Cwfi»fiid»aMKf«t»foiiniiiin>»iBwKi>M»f3wBwi|>. 
i.Q uiid^orinvt!tti«ablatiiiii|<s»si»(]0> 

S fikd wifli tlw bt»n*«s>)iil «piiEati«D. 
ftimfslted Igr Ao apj^icsnt sf p«iate^ Sam iha fotonattonM spplioi^^ 

j 1 liu>aDtaeH>iainniedbya jlateiBiiattB-flift efficl flHia^iintftii.Ti>i<<. -^<m^ 

fmitwribejlbytbi'sAuduriy. 

4. With n^nl to flio titte. [x| dw t«)(|: te «j)p»v«l u submitted by tFi» i^pliont 

j -j thstetf IiMb«m«st>bn9hed£rytftt»Autbori^toiwd«ifi>lIaina: 



tho text bMB esialilubed, «c«onUn« b ICnIo 3S20>X t>y iUt Aol&oif^ u U »fi)Mi« 
^* -ilt Box nt. Tto ajiplbaat n^. WiAtrt one mantb bam As tfatv of oiiitiin c^ tbb 
latematSMSt se«nb n>|u»t, ambmif eonrmaiits (d Ihts AudiDn.ty. 



«. flgan of tto drawfofi to )»» ptibmed wiA il» ^^stnu^ i'^: 
□ 



PCTA)S99/13819 



Box III TEXT OF THE AlBSTBACT (CoafiiniatiiHi of item 5 of tbe first sheet) 

The abstract is too long (PCT Rule 8 JCb)). The-^stcact must be less ihan 150 
words, or 200 words when no Figure Is to be pifl)lishe(i. 

Hie tecjEiaical feamies mentioiied m ibst abstriact do not include a referer^ce sigct 
betwe^ pateiaheMi? (pCT Eul& S.i(d)). 

NEW ABSTRACT 

A coiardller (110) is in conuaunication a plurality of vendors (170, ISO, 
190} ttiat are servicing eustomers, as well as wifli a pluraliiy of "subsidmng" 
veadors (140» 150, 160) seeking access to those custoroers. Hie controller (110) 
receives from a first vendoi: an indication of one or more items that a customer is 
to purchase. In re^onsej the controller (110) transnatts, on behalf of a subsidizing 
vendor (140, 150, 160), an indieaibn of an offer for a subsidy such as a reductiEom 
in tiK customer's purchase price. If the customer accepts the offer, iSie cbniroller 
(110) provides an amount of fimds jfrom ihe subsidLring vendor to tbe first vendor. 
The. controller (1 10) also facilitates a transaction between flie customer and the 
subsidzing vendor (140, 150, 160). For exaa?»le, fte customer may be reqjiired to 
sign Bp for a service (e.g. credit card accpant service) ftat is provided by Ifje 
subsadiaang vaidor (140, 150, 160). 



Foot PCMSA/ZIO (coattaBation of firrt 5licBH^3iXJ''ly I9«>* 
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; Tm DEANALESUCCI 

MTEIXECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT 
WAUtER DIGITAL COKJPORATIPN 
ONE HIQH RIDOE PARK 
STAMFOBDi CONNECTICUT 06S0J 


WALKER DIGIT 

NOTIPICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
OR THE DECLARATION 




Data cf Mailing n -l AfST -SOnfl 


Applicaaf s or agenfs £te reference 


FOR FURTHER ACTION £fee paragritttts 1 and 4 lufluw 


hOttatHoad ■pplicatioB flo. 


InteRsatioDariiiing dute. 

IS JUNE 1999 


PCT/USW/13919 


Applicant 
WAtKER DIGITAL CORPORATiON 



J.n3 'Oie tifpSeani ii hereby notiCed fliat Ihe interiBtiCBial search report been established uid is 



Where? Diiecfly to &c 



IZI\ Geneva 20, Swifzetfatid 
FacaiaiiteNw <41-22) 74Cf.I«5 
ra ilefailcd Instnic^nur, see the notes oit the accompiinyitis si 



2.1 I The applicant ix liereby notified that no Jnteraationsl search report will be establisheil and feat the deolatation under 
1 — I Attietfr 17C2Xa) to thai, eC&ct is tiansiiiitteil faerewitik 

3. Q "Wifli rtgard fo the protest against paymeait of (an) addiional keQs) under Rule 40J2, ftc appEcsnt is notified that 

□ the p»ol£5ttDfieth« llritb flie decisioii theaeon has been tnansBittbid to the Infematronal Bureau together with the 
applicants »qu6st to jbrward the texts of bojh the protest and the decision thereon to designated 0£Sces. 
Q BO decision has been tnade yet On the pfotesf; the applicant Mil be aodfied as soon as s decision is nsd^ 



»1 of tfao£>llawi]is; 

Shoifly after 18 months frosn &6 priority date, Ae intematwtial application will be pnblfsheij by the In 



file applicant wiahei to avoid or postpone publication, ft notice of witiidr»wai of the iatomstional spplicalioD, or of the 
pnott^ cl«mr must reach ^e Intematioaal ^itreau as provided in nil» 90 I and 90 tls 3, KSpcElivety, before the 
^mplction of the te^ieaJ preparations for intemafioaal publioatfon. 



date or oould notlte clected becai 



E they ai« not bouod by Cbapter II. 



Name and niailbs address of the ISA/US 



Wo. (70a? 305-3230 



ALLEN MACDONALD 
Tetephnnc No. p033 305--5>70S 



Fom VdMSAaiO (Jannary 1994)* 





j .PCT/USP9/I3S19 






A. . CLASSIFICATION op SUBJECT MATTER 
IPC(6) :G06F 17/60. 17/00 
USCL ^?05«6. 14 
' Aocotdiag ft) Intent^tiaDat Patent dlassiflcBlion (fPC) or t» botb nationai class 


[Fcatitm and IPC 






B. FIEHXtS SEARCHED 


Mioimun documentatloD scenAed (classtGoation system followed by dassTfica 
U.S. : 705/26,14.1.27.16 


lion symbols) 







Pocumentatton cdier lhan inin>iaiiin dacumentatlon to t[t« exteit that such doeiuneats are included u£ the Kalis Sftainched 



Electronlfr rf«t& bsae consulted duiiiig the in 



le of data bass sad, udicre practicable, seBich tentts Bsed) 



C DOCUMENTS CONSIIWHEB TO BE RELEVANT 







Relevant to claim No. 


X 


us 5,434,394 A (ROACH et al) IS July 1995 Figure 3a, 3b, and 
3c. col, 1 lines col. 2 lines -48-65 col. 6 lines 1-5, col. JO 
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Intenutional scrailicatian No. 

WRITTEN OPBHON 

PCT/USW/lJMff 



L. Basif aT (be «pInlon 



I. "WJh regwd to the ckmenls af tfiB SntenutioRa] ajJi^catim:* 
; fx] the intemalional applicafion as oriabally filed 
nri the description: 



> fti^d with the detnand 



, filed with the Jetter of . 



{ xl claims: ' 

pages . ^ ^ as ongmaHy filed 

pages MONE as amended (together with any statement) under Article J 9 

. filed with the ^ 



. filed with the letter of . 



, as orisinalty filed 

, filed with the demand 



: Fx] ae scqueoee listing part of the deseriplion: 
misss NONE 



, Filed with the letter of ^ 



, a» origbaUjr^fjled _ 

. , filed with the demand 



, filed vnfh the letter of _ 



2. With regaid to Sie langn^se, all Qse elements maiked above were avatlatiie or Rsuiabed to this Authcuity in the languagcinvW^ueb^i 
the fateinalionai abdication was filed, imles othenvi».indi^^ 

These eletnents weie avmtable or fumisted to tlus Authority ia fiw follovving langioage , 'triiich is: 

£3 ^ langoage of a translation fbmished for the purposes <^inten>8tion&l search (voder Rttte 23.10>»- 

the language of publication of the iiiteniBtioaal application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

^ [ fte langtiogs <^ the tran^on furnished for the pir.poses of intematjmd pielimipaiy exainmation (ctoder Rules 55,2 anff 
orSS3). 

3. With legaid to any nucleotide Mid/or siniRO add seqiience disclosed in the international aprpiiicaSon. ^ wnttai ojnnton was , 
(hawn on the basis of the secptenee list^g: 

n contained in the international application in printed fans. 

I I filed together with the inteniattonal appHcadon in computer readable form. 

} \ furaished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I { Aimished subsequently to this Authority in computer reada1>le form. 

OJhet statement that the sobseguently fUmished written sequence lis&ig does not go beyoiid the disploaue in the . 
mtenational apphcation as filed has been fiinusbed. 

\ t T^statement that the infcKmation recorded m eon^mter readable daai ia identical to tfie writep sequence listing has 



I xl The atnendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

a 



s 

Q thedmwings. sheets^ NONE 



the claims, Kos. 



^- } I This opinion has been diswa as i£(some of) the amendments bad not been made, diice th^ have been conddaed to go 
bc^'ond the d^losum as file^ as indicated in the Si^fplemenlal Box (Rule 70:2(c)>. 



iit Sits epinim as 'oi^fiiatfy JUed'. 
Form PCT/1PEA/40S (Box 1) (July tS>?S>* 



tnJitnu^Kd to ihe receifwg e>£^ in reipcmse to M Jnvioi&m tou^ X 



' Internationa] Application No. 

WRITTEN OPINION 

■ \ „ ; PcrT/uss9msi9 ^ 

n. PrlDrily 

i; I I This. opintQD has been established as U na prioriiy had been cJaimed due to the faSvre to furnish w^iin the p»scribed 
' — * - time (unit Che leqsested: 

f i cc^y of Iheea^erappSt^tiori^osepriori^ has been claimed. 
^ 1 I tnuslalian of the eariicr sfipUcation yOatso prioti^ Jias been cktmed. 

2. \ x \ epituon has been est^Itshed as if no priority bad been tiklnted du» to the fact that the priori^ claim has been foui d 
invalid. 

Tbus fta- the piKposcff af diu op&ttcw, the inte^o&dpiul fi£a% dftte itt^caied above U fxmwiKxai ta be the teleyaM: date. 
.3. .Additional i^iasnrationa. ^'ne^^ ■.- . 

Hwoljiiiiodpriorily document, US Application 09/JO0,6JM. consistj of an entiidydiffc!qe^pecSfiffl(lei(i -wd,rf^H54-:^^ 
pmeot Bt^Scatkin, and doe* not diselose or describe any of the featUKs oSsSmed by^pjs^BgSsjspjsaea^lPJJy^^ „ 
idaiined invcnfion being examined Ktt of its intcmatbnal nSatg dm. «t«.^ > ' wstu^ (-1 tiisp, suif 



Fonrt RCT/IPEA/40S (Box II) (^uly W9»)i^ 



WRITTEN OPINION 



1>CT/US99/13819 



V. jReasoned statement under Rule 6£.2(aK*9 witb i-egard to.noveify. Inventive step i>r industrial appUcablliey; 
cjtatieni and explanations supporting sacb statement 



1, stfttement 

Novelty 0*) 



laventive Step (IS) 



aaims NONB- 



Claims NONE 
Claims 1-69 



. YES 
.NO 



Industrial AppIicBbility QA) 



Claims 1-69 
Claims NONE 



. YES 
. NO 



Claim* t-3. 32-M, 17-27, 30-33, 37,39, 41-44, 47-57, 59, and 61-69 fade an &»vcne»esiq> wder ?<5]fe6JrtJcfc 5e(3) as l>^£ 



Claimi 1, 2, 12-14. 17-26, 30, 31, 37. 39. 4t, 43, 47-50, 54, 57, and 61-^: Logan discloses a method, ^paiatia, and * 
caniputer iMdable medium for provldins a ifiscount to a customer 'whicb ioclftdes: . v^.....- 

a. receiving an ittdtcation &at ciiatomer u to puiKbase one or more items front « vendor (col 13, Snes 26^35); 

b> selec&tE (^1 ^< ^Bia 56-6D; col 12, [ilncs 24-27; and column 24, line 1 - coltimn 25, line 25) and proi^tSng an .. 
offer or offeis (diseoant/coupQti/su^sidy) to the customer finont one or mors seeond vendors (manurA>ctiuer/advett35er) pfiorto . 
the pinebsse tmoactioa being eooipteted (eol 26, ILies 53-S9); . ..:*...^.<.>5W!isvl!afi^i;;iJ,^;^J. .-.>i 

c receiving a lesponse from the CBBlomer acceptB9£ |]ie offer (coluntn 26, lines 53-59); .,^m:,xv.:,j,-v - -. .. .^u r 

. d- .pjravidtRf on amount of funds to the first vendor, (col 26, liacsi 53-59) from a customer's account; 

«. fscilibt&itg a t»nsa<^Oii(s} between tlie customer and the. second vendojr(s)(col 29. Bne 40 - ool 3t, line 67); and 

t. cecciving an amounc of iiinds from the second vencfo(<s}(col 20, lines 3-7). 

While IjOffui discloses tha$ the sdverGsettient could contain hyperlinks Ct> the second vendar(s), it is not Cispllcitlx 
diselosed that the costomerwHild con^letc a transscfion vAtSt the second vendorCs). Howear^. since the. Applicant ha* d«^iaed 
'fit^itaUog a tcanssc&n' as 'piovidiiig a hyperlink" in Claioi 2, ihc Examiner is appIyBig.Ciis definitipn Twhcn inteiprctiqe^. 
fcatoie (e) of Claim 1 . 

Logan also does not explicitly disclose what the offer consists of other than beSag a type of advettisement. It is old 
and weO Istovm within Ihematkaing art that an advei^sonent can be for any product or senHoe, normaily offered at a discount, 
and that the oiutomer is oftenfines mjuired to complete some a«Eaon before the discount is ^plicd. Examples of these aie: 
I ^^ch the customer mu!^ ptiFclme one item and £ct a second or siinilar itetn for 50 
t SupplKnental Sheet.) 



Fona PCT/1PEA/40S (Box V> (July 199S)* 



WRITTEN OPINION , „^,„^„„,^,^ 



Suppleoieiifa] Sox 

CTo be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufScient) 



Contmuation of: Boxes 1 - VIII Sheet 10 

TIME LIMIT: 

Tbetime£mitEdfbriDes|KinmtoaWnttenOpinion(naynotboextende^^ 37 gFR l.'4S4(d)- Anyiespoase 
Kceivcd after the expic^on Of the time limit set in the Written Opinion wiJl not be considered ia prepariag the Intematioqa} 
fMlimiiiaiy Examination Rc^rt. 



V. 2- REASONED STATEMBNTO - CITATIONS AND <ConUnucd): 

offer whidi pntvides the customer a fiee product upon ptnchasing of a Szst item; and offers- which award the cnstomer fose 
serviees for sigmn^ up with a company (i.e. 50 hours free internet time when signing up with A01<). Therefore,- it would ... 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill In the ait at the time the invention was mad© to include in the offeran,„;„„ -j, _ 
ifldicattos of a imnsaction ihe customer u reqvired to perform in exchange for receiving the subsidy antount (or other 
One would have been motivated to trielude this uiformation in the offer in oider to aUow ihe iai3pg^!!>eiej^,n^^ 
v$>en eonfionied mth several offen. . oiv„^r*,. 

Claim 3: Logon discloses the method, appsr^us. and eontputer readable mediunv as in Claim 1 above and fuithec diseloises 
ttanunitUng a Ibmt to the customer for receiving iaformation (ooj S. line* 42-63>. 

Ctaim 27, 33, 42, 44, 59, and 67-69: Logan discloses the meUiod, appaiato>, and computer readable medium aa in Claims 13 
and 31 above and further diselosea calculating the second amount based on the fifst amount (cot 26, line 4.- eol.27,. Ike 3f|^;_^, 

Claim 32: Logon discloen the method, apparatus, and comptiier readable medium as si Claim 31 and fiirther.dJacIow^^,. , 
displaying fte offer in text fbnnfit (col 4, lines 34-47). 

Clabnx St~S3,'SS, and 5£: Logan discloses the method, apparatus, and computer readable ntediuv a« in Claim 49 above and 
Jiiither discloses provuiing the offer* either simultaneously itr lequenttaify based on rank to the^cusbjieejr. (f»| 25, lines 1S-2S). 
IVhile Logan does not expUcitly dis<^» pioWding the next offer based upon the lejecti 

previous offer, Ihciw are obvious vanations/criteria -which csould be used by Logan when ran^g the offers. One would hays 
been motivated to use one or more of these factors while ranking the offen in otder to present more pertinent often to the , 
customcr,-ther^y Dtcieaiaing the liki^ood of Ihe offer bnng accepted by Ihe eustpme^^ 

Claims 4-1 1 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33£3> as being obvious over LO£iut in view of Saxc 

Claim 4: Logan discloses the method as in Clann I above, but does not disclose detennining a service provider for the 
customer. Saxe discuses s flimllar method In which the customer infoimatioa inetudea the ett£tomer*it "cable account numbers 
and cable aystem idaitificatlon numbers' (col 4, lines 18-27). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the att at the time the invention was made to include infonrntioR about the customer's service provider. One would 
have been motivated to Inotude this infarmation in order to increase the accural and utility of the customer infoimation 
database when used for marketing programs* 

Clwms 5-H: la>gan disdoaea the method as in C^im 1 above, and 5axe£sclose$ determining the service prouder of the 
customer as m Claun 4 idtove. However, neither of the references dbclcse dio atepa invloved in changing the customer to the 
new aeivice provider upon tecaving an indicatian of sccqpting such a change from the customer. It is old and well known 
within the art to provide promotional offers for customers to switch from one service piovidcr to «r»th«,.such=aj.slong-;^i(.i.;jij,si) 
detuice service providers (AT&T vs Sprint vs MCI), Internet connection service providers <AOL v» Prodigy v* Compuserve), 
etc. It is also well Icnown that one will normally (Suwel any esdsfing ser^4ce agreement with another service provider when 
inittating a new service agreement with the second service provider. It is also obvious to chccic the second sejvice provider's 
customer database to ensure that the icqucsier is not already a custotnen Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
oidinary skill nt the art at the time the invention was made for the second service provider to check for duplicate membciship 
and to initiate a new service contract mlh the customer if not a duplicate, and to cancel any existing service agreetnenta with 
other service providers. One would have been motivated to do these steps in otder to prevent duplication of service* beoig 
provided to the customer. 

Claims 15, 16, 2S. 29, 45, 45, 58, and 60 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Logan in 
view of Wdmblaa. 

Claims 15 and 16: Logan discloses the method as in Claim 13 above and iuither discloses that the offer selection is based on 
" ject area (category) or a program {it«m)(col 9, iine* 5-5(>>, but docs not cxpIiwUy disclose that the offer selection is based 



F<am PCT/IPEA740S (Supplemental Box) (July 1998)* 



■ Intentaljaiial applicslion No. 

WRITTEN OPttJlON 

PCT/t/S99/138J9 



SupplemeataE Box 

CTo be used when the ^ce in any of the precedins boxes is nof sttfficienQ 



Contimtation of: Boxes I - VlII Sbset ] 

on the item or tiic cost of the itMU. W<^bka discloses « ikral&r method ia wHch tfie offer (reward) is based cm the pnrchase 
pwanuaent, such as aumber of Uam, itewi cost, category of aem, etc. (col 13, &ie n - col 14, line I*). Therefore, it wouW 
hsve been otwiou* to one having onlinaey sfciH in the Mt «t the time the inventTon w» inado to base the offer on varioiw 
panmefem of fee iwrcbsse infomution. One woufd have been motivated to use the price of the item or the total paynteot 
■mount HI oKfcr to present offers customized to ftc purchase to iacrease th» likeUhood that the customer win accept die offer. 



CJautw 28, 29, 45, 46, 53, and 60; Logan discloses thfe mtihod as la Claim 13 above, but does not disclose that the price is 
iT>d»ced by a predetermined amount or percentage if the price of the item is greater than the prwJetemiined amount, Weinblatt 
discbscB « ainular method in which ihe promotions (offers) "can mvolvc coupoas for lowering the price*..."2 for 1 sale, 
oversize contuners sold for the same price, manufacturer n*atcs, combiniBg one product with another product, free . -««»bo«w« 
gtveawayi^ clipbili^ for * prize dmivirig, etc" icol 5, Unes 40-45). Therefore, it woul*>h*V**Mre-«bvioi»*o'Wie havinga «, y ..^^ 
ordioaty skill in the art at the time the invention was raado that various types of off«» couW bi> uliJizedpSo includeepricii v>sa ira se iisai m 
reductions based ona prcdetemiined amount, a prcdeterminod percentage, leducaon of lh« price to^xmii&ce>!Bbitemmyh^xitistt«^ inoa » 
It fitowouM have been obviou« to Hrott the reduc&n to no more fliaa the total price of the One iwouM have becw 
-molivateil to . include these types of price reduaions and to place sik^i a limit on the reduction in order to Increase the 
flB»bi% of the system while preventing the meicfaani fkoBt losing monqr by actuaUy paying the customer to take Oe item- 
Claims 34-36, 3S, and 40 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as b^ng obvious over Logan In view of Dedrick 
CStM). 



Claims 34-36. 38, and 40: Logan discloses the method as ii» Claim 33 above and fwthw disclose 



crwfitc^ information or the like for use in subscriber biinng- (col 8, linet 66-67), but not expHcitly disclose credifing the™ 
amount of funds to the eredit card account in one or more crediting transactions, DedrwA ("884) discloses * similar method st 
which the amount -may be charged or credited; respectively, to tl»c consumer's credit card or bank account" (col 15, linea 8- 
26 and col 9. lines 3^1), It is aiso well iaiown iritbtn the arts to make subsequent credits to the account wheawiatea or 
MiontMy service fcontracls, etc. an involved. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having onJinaiy sldff hi the art at .v 



the time &e invention was made to eredit the ciBtomer's credit card accouii imth the sppiopriate amounts and to make 
subsequent ciedits to the accoma when necessary. One would have been mofivatcd to crwKt the amounts to the account in 
order to transfer the monc^ needed to oon^Iete the mnsaet^. 



colnmrf 12, lines 4-27rcSlumn48rliSw26-35; column 20, lines 3-7; column 24, line 1 - column 25. line 25; and column 26, 
line 4 - column 27, line 36; and column 29, line 40 - coComn 31, fines 67. 

US 5,«6.346 A (SAXE) 03 JUNE 1997, see column 4. lines 18-27. 

OS 5,515,270 A (WEINBLATT) 07 MAY 1996, see cidumn 13, line 11 - column 14, line 19. 

MS 5,710.884 A (DEDRICK) M JANUARY 1598, sec crfumn IS, lines 8-26 and column 19. lines 39^1. 

US 5,724,521 A (DEDRICIC) 03 MARCH 1998, see column 15, lines 14-31. 

US 5,774,868 A (CRAGUN et al) 30 JUNE 1998. see colunm 2, line 26 - colamn 3. line 4. 
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Docketed: OS 
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fjr of eioh pi)er «rt do^umeat citsA fjl^ Uiii rqutt 


1. |~f --CwtiUtt dote* iwy.fOTwa w 


nianhiHft.CSifS BoK 




2. Q ^Me?^lfl!lv*B^lMl.^.I*dal»£<s«>.B^^J(^^^ «r' 






i«<)ttliik e^ctonin of • nudeol&t* •and/or 





■ ]~f ■«Io4v^*«is liitinMBoni[«piiISeaU«fc " '• ■ • 

n . tnaserilwdb/tfiteAnibad^. ' . 

ED '^>'t»Kthuh«i»ekd)lfth«dbythisAutboTn/taiMiI«tfoIloiVs: 



5. WI&n««iilt»tbo'ab>tnet, 

J-~3 ^lb»t*xtf3s;pn>v«dassat)nICteditvtiioAi)^!cut 

r3 tIwf<Htbub«»aeii«b1Ii&«diMwidbEto]t«l»3S2Cbi]^]>ytbEsAtt&ori^a«rtit^«n 
' {ft B<iK HI. TtiD ApplicMt trillilB oD« RtanA £na the data of tiMiluig.of ttib 
' tateMUiQsal EcsnA npo^t; tnbiait ««jiKBuit> to this Aut^ri^. 
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»IIneof uuendmente and statcmtnt under Article I»! 

Tie appfiCMtls endtfed. if he so willies, to anxaid the eJwms of «io mtemationa «ppI[Nrt><»> ($ee Rub 46): 
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Aitiele n<Sm to thst effect b traasmltled 



il searcli repoit -will be established and tbflt the def^Brntion under 



3. WUli regud Iv Oic pr«te»t asa<i"t payment of (an) addMonal fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the qipGeant. is n<rtiCed that: 

j I Ibe prateattogallier wUh tbe decision thereon has been tnnutaitted to liie latemtttionBl Bnreaa tOfc&erTvi^Che 
1 — ' ^pliconlfa wqneBt to foiwsrd the taws of bodi &e pistest and the decisfon titeceon to tbe deagneted Offices. 
t t i» decision has been made yet oa the protest; the eppitaaat will be notified-M soon «s ft dectraoa is made. 



4. EbrOier scgcmCi): The Spptieant is reminded of the followuig; 
Shortfy after 1« mostbe tttm the prioiity dafe. Hie intemafiona] ap[ 

the appKcant wisJies to avoid or postpone piiblicafioB. a entice of wifiidiawal of the inlBmationttI ftpplicaiiaa. or of the 
pnoii^ "I'l"! — —1. ■n.i i > o ...^ !j-> J 1— I.!- 1 —J in o JfrJ!!^; i i ' 



m vmU be published by flie jtatemational Bureau. If 



iMm, must reach Uic) latetnakonaC'Buiem (a jirovided in ndes 90 ££; I and 90 ^ 3, res^Kfively, befon ^e 
eomplefios of &e teetiQieftt piepsntions for ioicniafional pubGeaficm. 
Within W month* fion the ptronV d***. a demand for intemafibnal pirfimiaaty examinalion must be filed if t&e applieaat 
wishes to pos^no the eatty Ento the jiationfll phase unfil 30 months :fiom the pnbdtir date ^n some pfSccs ewen later). 

le.priori^ date, the applicant must perfoim file preseribed acts &rcntiy into tin; na&«al phase befiiie 
which huve not been elected in the demand or in a later election withut 19 monfts fiom the priori^ 
K they aiB not bound by Chapter n. ' 
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NEW ABSTRACT 

A merchant server of a first tnerchant receives ant indication (1602) of iteias that 
a customer.is to prachase via a web site. Tbst indication (1602) may be» for 
exan^le, a: signal Indicating that thc customer is ready to "check 0101" bis shopping 
cart of iteiBs on the web site. la response, the merchaut server prcmdes an 
ofifer(l604)f(:^asubsay fipomasecoadnifcrchant. Hie offer <1604> is provided 
before the items are purchased, and thus £he offer is not provided unless aed unSl 
the customer has manifested an intent to make a purchase &om the first mercham. 
A response (1605) is received from the custonKr. If-the response (1606) indicates 
acceptance of fiie offer, fheti the subsidy is applied to the items putcbasedC1610). 
For exan^le, the total price paid fiwr the items may be reduced, or flie iteaas may 
even be provided to the customer withpiit charge. - 
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How? ^ st|timM)« « mittat n?p5y, ««cowpAti!ei], whore appiopii««i by EmewJmcnl 

For IA» Arm *ni th» taltgtmga of thAamtmlittiMb, see Rules es.S tmH 6$.9. 
Mso i^r u) «ddUI»)Hll Of jWitunitir t» aitimtt «ih«<idaien^ su'Rule 6SJu 

tt«s WKUtilaM'* *tt%»fj(iti to «»n*i J« wnendmrnti MaiforaiBiimmto. wo Rwto 6ft* ife. 
I%r wi Mama Httinuitieuioii wtft uuailaor, teaRiik>«fij6. 
irtM ttffy Sx ma, n» iat»R»tt6Btl pttSMmay examlmtlait sepoitM^ haesbiWibti od ihclig^ atOlM opbilaji. 
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WJEtlTTEN OPINION .1 

I PCmfS99/1340i> 



L Sasis of the opmioa 



I. This opaiHin boa been tJawa on lira basis of CSobstttate sftwl? wMch luaxs heettfim^ied to As rec&vmg C0oe in response tc 

)xj Hie tat«raatio)tal appCicationas.origmally Sled • - 

fx] fte description, pages , as originally filed. ,. • 

liaaes f^ONE . filedwtfti tite demand, 

pages , fifed wllh the tetter «f .. ' 



[x] thaelaipis, NosC , as originally filed. 

Nos. WOMB amended mder Artiele 19. 

. . Hps, none . filed with the demaitA 

■ Nos. filed Witt the letter of 



fxf the drawings, sheeta/Sa . as originally ^ed. 

sheetaBa WQMH , filed with ihe demsod. 

«aioetsffig NONE . fUed ivifb fii« letter of ^ _ .. 

2. Tbe smendotents bave tesrulted in tti9 caiiceliatioii o& 

fxl the desoriplion, page J^ONB | 

^ the claims, .uqs. NONB . 

£xj the drawings sheeb/ge NONE 

3. £j| Hiis opinion has been e^fablislied as if (some ot) (he amendments had not lieeamade, sinc^ tbey hava-b^ea 

Bonadeied to go beyoiid the disclosure as filed, as indicated m the SuppIomontfll Box Addi tioaa3obseivatiopsl»low 
(Rule 70.2©). 

4. Additional observations. If n(«£iS3aty: 
NONE 
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- l<i I K1T/US99/13409 

XL Priority 

1. j [ Threopintoa lias be™ iStabfclied as if mo priority had bp^ du»to the fsiliaeto fumlsh \i«thia..(i» prMmbcd 

' — ' tiinftltcajt the tequested: ■ ' . 

0 copy of the ear&er«p{4icatiaaw&o!»piio)i^hs£&e<» claimed. , 

1 I translaton of Ihe earlier ispplitatlonvrfios* priority to b«Mck^ 

Z. |x1 IJiis opBiion has been established as if no priority had been claimed das to^c ffwttlwt the priority <dirai to bcm 



3. AAlirioiBil obsenra^oas, if nsisessaiy: 



The claimed prioi^ docitment, US ApplieatEon 09/100,£S4, consists of an entiirfy differtsnt specification and clatrai from th* 
.presentappEcstioo, and does not eontauiany of the feattrres cfaimed by flicpnssentapplicalipn. Therefore, tjie claimed mvenaon 
is being cxanrmcd as of its rateraational filing date. . 
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V. Keasone^ »fatemcnt uader RuI«.«£.2(a)^I> with regard to novelty, foveniive step or tidustrMI applfcaliluf^ 
citations and ciptanatFan*. wppofting such statement ■ ' 

K STATEMENT , 



Npvel^y CNO iCIaima • (Please See suerieinentat i!htet> yE3 

ClaJais <Pttsstt See suppfemental sheet) ' -^O 

Inventive Step gS) aaitns. (PletsoSea supplementah-iihtiitV YES 

Claims ■■ (Plea« See sVEEl£ffi£ptftL».h£al NO 

Ind«slrial ApplicabfS^r (JW). Clamw (Pieaae See suppieiiie<rtal sfieeQ _ YES 

. Olaims (Please See suppletnea tiil tjieet> NO 



2. CITATIONS AND JeXPLANATIONS 

aaitns 1, 2, S-9, X5, 16, 18, JS, 42-45, 49. 51-54, iS2, atwJ &t hvk novelty imder PCX Artlete 33CZ) as beiog ejrtieipated by 
Logan. 

ClaiM 1; Logaa diselosca a method for piowdmg a dtseooot (o « eiistomer wWeh includes: 

a. rcccTTOig an iocScatJon Sal a customer i? to pmohase fui item from « merehant (col IS, lines awai); 

b. providing an offer ((fiscaunt/coupon/subsidy) to ttie WJttoroer from a second merchant (manufectuienfadTCrtiser) 
prior Uf ths purdmse tcsosaction bcmg completed (cal^ lines 53-59); 

c. ttoejnng n wsponse freiM flie customer accepting ihe offer (column 26, line* 53-S?)f 
.. . d. applying tIi«{>crei^<dis«ount'sabsidy> to the item <col 26, lines 53-59) 

CEaliii2: logiASseloSKS the(n«t!KnlasiacIaim l above ««diuc)&er disclose >ec«vingcn£lofflerkfoRnaf>on (<»\S, Vaus7- 
19). 

Claims 5 and 45: Lo^ <Iisc{as«i the method as in Claims I and 2 aboveaud further diabases pprn^mSBM offer from « second 
merrfiaat selected from a plina% cf merelianfs based on the customer infoimatioa (col 9, lines 23-50), 

Claim fi; Lc>jjaa discToses the method as in Claim 2 above and farther discloses providing an offer based On tlso cvstomer 
iaformatton Cwl 9, lines 23-50). 

dium 7: Logaa disoloeea thetnethod as ]q Claim 2 abov»ai:<I Airtlierdiaeloses teqnes&ig and recoving costomer ioformaliaii 
foxn tins cBslomer (col J, Itn«s t2^2zi 

Clairas58iBi9: Logandisoloses tliejireaiodasin CJann? abovesuid fwEiher discloses tt^Miaiftiflg a i^icaioa to th&oush>ji}M> 
and leeeiving the customer'* iflswer (eoE 9, lines 12-a!)i 

(Oonfiijoed ba SuppIemcntafSfeeet;) 



Form PCT/rPEAH08 (Box V) (Juuiary 1P94)* 




/ ■ .1 Vn. iCertain defects the Intornafiona) Application 

j The foliowkg d^jots in the fpnn or contents of the idtemational applieaftoa Jiave been noted: 

dqiendwey of the oUtnj refeis ta -cB™ which doM not 
■typogiapVreal ejror and viSU wii^der the claim 



Form PCT/JPEAMOS (Box VII) (January 1S94)* 
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tontiauatidn of; Boxes l-vm 



TIME LIMIT: 

Tbfftimelkiitsrtforjwponsctoa WriltenOpmfonmay airtbctsaeade^^ 37 CFK 1.4S4(d). Any response 
received after the expiration of ths time limit set in the Written Opmfoa wia twt be consi(!erej!_ pijtparing tfic Iptemationa! 
Ereliuiinaiy Examination Ri^olt ' 



V. 1. EEASONBD STATEMENTS: 

Th* opinion to NovaBy -uras posiiivp (VES> wittv resjioct claims 3, 4. 10-14, 17, 20-41, 46^, 50. 55-61, and «3. 
I Tho opinion as ta Nbvijfy was nogativp (NO) with reject to cjaims 1, 2. 5-9, IS. 16, IS, 19, 42-45. «, 51-54, 62. sjid fl4v 

Tho opinion as to Invenlwe Sbrp was i>p«tltv«i (YES) wiH Te^wct to claims NONE. 

TboopiiUori a» td Inventive stsgj was neeativtf (NO) with respect to c^^ 

Tli&opimpn. as to Industrial ApfUcebill^ v/aj).pcsltjvc; (YBS> mO) iBspect to 
. Tfie opinion as in Industrial Applicflfcai^ was negafivo (NO) with 

V. 2. REASONED STATCMErm - CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS (OontinuedJ: 

Claims IS and 1$: Logon diicloses tlie method as in Clum 2 shave- and fbrther discloses providins the offer aflcr teodring 
and based upon tiie ouftomcf iflfoimation (col 9, lines 23-50). 

dsam IS: Logan discloses thfr method as in Claim 2 above and furflier discloses that Ihs customer Infonnatlon includes tiio 
locatian/Infcnief address of th« Cttrtosncr (col 5. lines 7-S7 and column 8, lines 64-66). 

C3«jms 19,Sl,an(I5t: Logan dI»Ioses fltt methtol m in Claim 1 above and fuithsr disclosps that the 
price {disbpunt) for tfic item (col 37, line* 3-6). 

Claim 42; Lojan discloses tho meaod » in 1 above aad lurther discloses provididi; the offer only vfljen a 
predetermined nilcf is ia&fied (ool 12, lines 4-IS). 

ei!^ 43 and 44; Logan discloses the method as !n Ciaim 1 above md futtier disiaoscs providing a |*i«ili(y of of few iSpom 
the nttv^ttmt (co! 12, lines 4-15) and Tcoelving an indictttton pi a sc!cc>ed offer from the enstomcr (col 12, lines 24-27). 

Claims 49 and Logan <fisdoses the method as in Claims 1 and Si. above and fiirthcr discloaes receiving a payment from 
the second merohant upon acceptance of the offer (col ?0, lines 3-7). 

Claims SI and C4; Logan discloses tiie nielliod as in Claim 51 above and fiiither discloses obarging the amount, based on the 
difference between total piice and price charged, to the customer's ciedit card (col S, lines 64-67). 

C&im 62: Logan discloses the methoa as in CIdm 1 above and iiirthef disclose geocrafing a customer interface for allowing 
the customer to interact with the system (col 10, lines 51-55). 

Claims 10-14, 29-32, 55-61, and €3 lael: an invMltive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Logan. 

Claim 10: Logan discloses the method as in Claim 2 above but does not disdose verifying the accuracy of &e customer 
infontiation. It Is old and well known willuit the information arts t9 veri& incoming data, such as customer siformaQon. 
Thensfoi«, ft would have been obvious to one baying otdinaty skill b the art at the time tto inventiaii. was made to. ven^ the 
customer information tjpon receipt. One would have been motirated to vcfify the accuracy of thisJnfDciDalioa in order to 
ensure the database is it^ as up-to-date and as accurate as possible. . ' - 

CSanns 11-13: Loeau discloses the ra^od as in Claim 10 above, but does not disclose assessing a peaal^ if the Customer 
mformaeoa is not aecprate. It is oU and well known wWiin the jnfornwtioa aits to penalize use™ when the ente^ 
information, such 4s ibg-k and password mfoimation, is not accuiate. It is also well Jctjown that this penalty may take many 
. forms, auchas moufttaty, denial of service, <fisooonecaoB, etc.. Therefbrs, it would have bun obwous to oiie having ordinaiy 
sicni in the art at the time &a inventian was tnade that vAta the infonnatian Is not accurate to poaTaa tbe customer. ' One 
would have beea motivated to pettalize the euiitomer in one of these taannets in order to ensure the accuracy of the 
information Ktained Jn the database and to enforce any limitations on ftc benefit, such as the number of times a customer may 
receive tiie benefit vHHan a sperafied (imp period, tito, 

CUvn. tAt Logan discloses the method as in Claim 10 above, but doet not disclose verifying the information ptiorto 
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Contm^tion of; Boxes I - VHI shset 1 1 

consummating the pwrohajas. It Would have been obvioas to one Jiaviiig <>r<)iimy skill in the art at the finw the teventEm tos 
ma<fctociBnirethatth(? btformatfon-u^ oceurate prior to proeesswjth&tmssction, One would taveijq«i jnotivaiedto 
ensure Has pnor to wmpleting tht tiansaoaoii in orfer to prevent entty of fraudulent or inaccBnrte iifonaalioa into tfie 
database and to ensBFe the po«based item js delivered to t[»e eortoct »<fdross. 

CIbjjhs 2.^32: Logan diselgaes the method as in Cfeim I above, but does not disclose tt^«slKie the oustoowsr psriitlpate in a 
liansactioti with a second merohnnC, -rccciviQg an bdication from tJ>o wstomer a£redng to sach participation, nor Uiat the 
agremicnt is to Initiate a service contract mSi th= second nicrdant. It Js oM an<t wdl known wichin.the matfeedng art to 
■p«m<Je offeis for service conttacts on items bang purchased and that these contrsets ans with s second merehant. Ejtatnblet 
of this ^ of offer aw mainteanice oonuacts available to i purchaser of ah aotoirtobile, a eomputor, or other high cost items 
The airtual mamtcnance/servjce a perfoimcd by a second merchant normally distinct from the wtaU merdiant from which th» 
oustomer boofiht the item. Therefore, it would have heen obvious to one haviBg onlinaiy sldU in the ait st (he time fiis 
mvcBlion was mado to provide service or laaintertSltce offers fmw a seMrnd merehaat to the customer irfafc purehaaing the 
aem. One woajd have been motivate to provide th& type of offer during the piadiase tiansacfion in order to more essUy 
KJentify owners of iueh items. 

Claim $Si Logan discioses the method as in Claims 1 and 29 above, but does not disclose caneellipg the jseamd Hansacdon 
apOM iiwjpt of a twocation of the ae«qftailoo fiom the customer. It is old and -wdi known within the maiSscCing art that 
transatlions can be canccJied or retracted by IB* customer priorto completion of the purchase. ThcrefoKs, it nwuM havo been 
obvious to. one having onJInaty stilj fte art at the tune the lOvcotloB was made to caaoet iJietisinsaetiQn 
revooatwn of the acceptance from the customer. One would hmfc been motivBied to caned the 
ouscomer service and to preclude erraoeous billing and shipping of the item la « aalomei 



C&uns 56.69 aitd 63: Lo^w duBloses &e method a* in Clidm I above, and dcreloses transmitting a form to t&* customer 
ipletes the form end returns it to the system (eol 6, tstxts 48^6). Howcwor, Ugan does not disclose that the offer ss a 
«unt based on the customer's Applicatiott for a credit c«td, Eor that Ihe customer completes and stflnnils an applioafion 
fona online after the system dcfcroiines that the customer doe* not already have the another «»dit card account with the cmat 
0^ issuer, a u old and wdSl Jarown wisim the marisefing art to make promotioaal offeis to customers who irill complete and 
aibBiit appBcatJon fottas for credit oarfs. Ticse offers are not only «i9<fe «t a ffleK&mt's point of sal^ biit are prevaletit 
throughout our >histie- aad^. Indeed, wiBi the advent of "aponwwed' cwda card* sweraJ years ago, such a* banSai and 
even ^hne companies issuing VISA cards, suivigMi have shown that each American reeeivw dozens of such offias ca(A 
year. -nHttcfon!, ft would have been obvious to one having op^naiy sldll b the art at the time the inrontion was made to 
indude a prontolioa based on a <sedlt card appEeation by the customer. One would have been motivated to use such k 
ptamo^on hi aider to incroase the amotmt of credit avaDabte to the customer, thus enticing the customer to spend more at Ae 
merebtot. One would have been motivated to ensure that the customer did not afceady Jisve an account iritti the eredft card 
tsBuer to order to avoid providing an excessive credit limit to a customer. 

CiMm 61: Lojan disobses flie method m (n CJfiini I above and further discloses the second mctchant (adveitwe^ ptiw^g 
offers targeted to the speoifie customer, but doe* not expUdtly disclose sending the customer informadon to the second 
mcrehant prior to receiving tht tatgeted offer. Jt would have been obinous to one having ordinary skill in the art at tii? time 
the invention was made that the second merchant woald require the ctistomcr laformattoB la ojder to pronife an offer toigeted 
to that customer. One would have bam raoiivafisd to provide the customer infotmafion after ree«¥ing the mdlcaiion that the 
ctratomcr was waiing to pwrfMse aa item m order to allow new custotncra, whpse infomwtion w»< just being coHeoted, to 
parted in the customized offer system. > 6 , « 

Claims 3, 4. 17, and 35^0 lack an Swedfive st^ under PCT Article 33(J> aa being ohviona over I^ogim » view of Saxe, 

_ ■ 3,- 4. and 33r Logan, disclose the method as in Claim 2 above, but does not disclose ftat the customer infimsifioa 
mcludes a service or service provider. Saxe discloses.* similar method m -aUttcW «io customer wfotraation mdutfca tfie 
customer;* 'cable account numbers a*d cable sjitem identification nnrabeis- (col 4. lines 18-27). nierefore, it would have 
been obvious to one having ord&iary sk^ In the ait at the time the invention was made to mclude ittformatiott about flw 
customer'a sendee and service provider. One would have been motivBicd to ioelude ftis informaf ion in older to increase the 
acaiacy and ue% of the customer tnfoimation database when used for msfteting programs. 

Claim 17; Lpgaa discloses the method as in Claim I above, but does not disclose leceiswig *e customer inftraiafein ftotn a 
tlwd par^ Saxc discloses a similar method whidi rcodvea (he customer infomiatjoft ci*w diwcfly from flie ctistomer a* 
Logan disposes, or from "third pat^y^ demographie sources", etc (eol 6, lines 39-48). TheiefOK:, it wouM have bocti obvious 
to one Jisvine onJtnaiy sKH in the att at the time the invention was made to c*tain at least pstt of the customer Jaformafion 
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team third pattsr wwrces. Oae would have Been motivBteal to o&taia fbe jn&nnation m this way k onitr ta fijrtlier expsni the 
infoinialioa in the istebase ^thout itquiiing the raistomsr to enter a. fatge anioBtit of data. 

Claans 34-40; Logan disdoses the method m ia C3sim 1 above, and Saxo disetases detomm%i,the stamac provider of tfxi 
oustomor as in Claim 33 ahovc However, ndthef of Uic references disclose the steps involved ttwiiiin^g th* customer (o (lie 
now aatvioc ptovjdw Upan receiving ui indlnutioil of auctjitine bubIi a diwiee riuiii liie uustoiiier. It is old jutd wdl tnown 
-tritliiii the art Iq provide promotional offers for customers to asrfloh fiom one scscviec piovider t* another, such as ionj- 
distaaee service ptoviSets <i.e, AT&T vs Sprint vs MCI), latemet eiaaccfiou acevjce providets Ce. AOL vs Pmdigy 
Oampaswve), *te. It £s also iwell kMWa that one mU noiraaBx cancel any egtisting setvice agnsBinent i*it6 another set 



provider wheo initiiatrag a new service i^eeauat laih the second sefvietj provHer. It is also obvious b, dwofc ite seeofld 
service piiOvi(to"« customer datrfase to ewure that the requester is Therefore, it would lave beea 

obvious to one having ordlnaiy sMIl. in the art at the time the invention was mades for the seeoiid service proirider to check for 
<ii?pKeate isemhership and to ioltiate a new service contraet -with the cwstomcr if not a duplicate, and to cancel say wtisthig 
swvice. contract with ofliw service providers. One would have been mofivated to do these steps in orfer to prevent duplication 
of services being provided to a customer, 

20-28. 41, 46-43, 50 lad: an imrenUve step under PCT ArtieJe 33(3) as txang obvious over Logan in view of 



ClaJnis 2Ch28: Loam disclose* the mediod w ia ClaiBi I? above, but does not disclose that ftte prfee is leduocd by a 
pntdetenmned amount or petoentagc or reduced to S»« (free itMn) or that the reduction is taken if tlu; price of Qie item fa 
greater than the reduction araotmt. Wemblatt discloses « siirflar method in -«*ioh the piomotions (offers) 'can involve 
coupons for lowering thcprice"..."2 fori sale, oversize containots wM for fee samuprit*, manafaeturer rebates, combining 
cap jjtiiwluet with anoflicr product, free eiveaways, eUgibili^y for a prize dntwins, eto,'. {col S, lilies 4(MS). Therefow, it 
would hemt been ohnous to «» having ordinary slOU in the ait at the time the iitventlca.'was made Suit vaifotis types of offea 
could be titUi«sd. to inchide pnoe itduefiona based on a predetewked aowunti ft predetHmiiied peroentagej veductioiiL of the 
,pric« to zero (fteo ^veaw«y), ete. It also would have been obvibes to limit the jeductiott to no more than the lotat prise of 
the item, One wouH have been raotivitfcd to iochKfo these types of price reditctton* and to place su<* a Ihnit oa ihe leducGon 
m order to Inetetse the flexibUIy of the system while preventuig the merehattt &om lesine money by actuaUy paying the 
ctefORier to tal» the item. 

Clains 41, 4*47, and S<k Logaa dxseloses the mefliod of Claim i «bovc but does hot disdosc that the offer h made only if 
tile pnce of fte Item is gteater than a pwdefemUned thieshotd. Wchdjlalt discloses a soiular method ia miiioh the offer 
(reward) is based oa the puttee- parameters, such as number of Stems, item cost, catcgoiy of item, cto, (ool 13, Ike 11 • o61 
14, line 19). -Hierefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordmaiy sildll in the art at tiie finw the invention vras made 
fc,i„.««>-„f& — — parajneteisofthepurshssotaforffliation. OnewottMliavebeea inotivaCed to usethepHeeof the 
j„. . -"-- customized to thepurdiaseto increase the likelihood fliai the 



a»ini 4S: Logan discloseit (he mefiiod of Claim 1 above, and W«Hii>Utt disdoses basittg the offer oh the item. Wekblatt siso 
discloses that the advertiser wiU select the offer (col 13. lino 1 1 - col 14, 8ne 19). This infera that flie advertiser is seiectiitg 
lie offer (tora a plurality of suc& offers. Thcrefiac, it waatd have beeo obvious to one having ordinary lidB io tho art at the 
(imB the invcoBoft was made to select the offer finm a. pluralify of offers. One vronW have been mo6vmd to have a pluta&y 
of offers available in older to inorease the range of customers and items with roatohinfi paizmctcis. 
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